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K r i s t i n  G e o r g e  Ba g d a n o v
C h i l d ’s  F i r s t  En c o u n t e r  w i t h  La n g u a g e  a s  p o w e r
Bird in m y  h a n d ,  f l u s hed  
wi t h  n e w  b l o o d  a n d  f ragi le.
U n f o l d  t h e  p a p e r  a n d  read w h a t  I have  
wr i t t e n :  H ate my M other, H ate  my Father,
too. I s uck  thi s  m e a t  un t i l  it is b o n e
in m y  t h r o a t .  Fat  c o m f o r t :  t h a t  1 c o u l d  o p e n
my  h a n d — let  go  C l e n c h  m y  f inger s ,
a f i st ful  o f  f e a t he r s  s h u t  i ns i de  m y  drawer .
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